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1. Name of Property :
histoicname _Smith, Henry Farm
other names/site number Hidden Spring Farm

2. Location
street & number 950 Swatara Creek Road N/ Alnot for publication
city, town Middletown (londonderry Twp.) N A A] vicinity
state Pennsylvanja code PA county Dauphin code (43 zip code 17057
3. Classitication
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
% private [ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local X7 district 2 buildings

(] pubiic-State [ site sites
(] pubtic-Federal . [ structure 1 structures

(] object objects

3 1__Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources p
N/A listed in the National Ragi

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 80.

In my opiniof/the p (I does not meet the National Register criteria. Ds« continuation sheet.
AN, A
Signature of certifying official Date

__Dr. Brent Glass, Pennsvlvania Historical and Museum Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ meets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bursau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, centify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
[TJ determined etigible for the National
Register. || See continuation sheet.
[] determined not eligibie for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.
{Jother, (expiain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/ Single Owelling Domestic/ Single Owelling

Agriculture/ agricultuyral out- Commerce/ Buysiness -
building

7. _Description

Architectural Classification_ Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

Federal walls _______Sandstone
roof Shingle
other

M"b.'?hetggnhr"?mgmi'th fa' rm"i‘?éludes three contributing nineteenth century
resources: the house, barn, and vaulted cellar. Sitting on a small knoll
above the flood plain of the Swatara Creek, this complex is surrounded by
open fields on- the north, west, and east. A clump of trees runs along

the southern boundary of the property. The Smith house is a five bay,
double pile, two story, brownstone house built in 1806. Patterned in the
Georgian plan with two rooms on either side of a central hall, this house
has an open stairway rising in the rear. Overall the house displays regio
al vernacular influences with Federal style architectural elements. The f.
cade of the house was lengthened before 1840 with a two bay kitchen additi:
on the east gable end of the house. This addition is two stories in the
front, but only,one in the rear, exemplifying a form sometimes known as th
flounder house. A reconstructed bake oven extends from the east gable of
the kitchen. The barn, also built of brownstone in 1845-47, displays the
typical form of a bank barn built in south central Pennsylvania at that tir
it has a classic cantilevered front and extended granaries in the rear. A
small vaulted cellar built of rubblestone is situated southeast of the hou:
A large frame wagonshed was built south of the barn some time in the late
nineteenth or early twentieth century. It is not considered contributing ¢
the farm complex because its construction techniques and materials are not
in keeping with the nominated buildings.

While the front facade of the main block of the house displays five
bays, the rear elevation is only three bays, and each gable end contains ty
bays. Typical of Georgian symmetry, brick chimney stacks rise from each g:
ble end of the house. The house has a shallow-molded, unadorned cornice or
both the front and rear elevations. As is typical of many Germanic home-
steads in the locality, the house has a datestone. This one is located be-
tween the easternmost second floor windows. Evidently written by an untu-
tored hand, it reads, "Bilt by Henrey and Catharine Smith, 1806." The "S"
in Smith is backwards as well.

The house's molded door and window frames are mortised, tenoned, and
pegged. The original double hung sash of 9/6 configuration are being re-
stored over the entire house. Evidence of the 9/6 configuration was found
In the stops on the inside of the window frames. Typical of full Federal
plan houses, there is a central front door with a corresponding back door.
There was also an opposing door system in the kitchen addition as well.
iowever, the back kitchen door has been infilled with brownstone because it
did not match the other doors in panel configuration or framing and theref¢
appeared to have been added later. Both front doors have a brownstone sill

(X] see continuation sheet



WP Form 10-800-9 . . ¥ OMB Acprover Mo 10260018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Henry Smith Farm
Sectionnumber _7____ Page _ 1

Both the front and back doors of the house are rather restrained in
ornament in that instead of having raised panels, they have beaded edge
recessed panels on their exterior side and are clinch-nailed to vertical
beaded boards on the inside. A reeded transom bar separates the door and
transom. The rectangular front transom with an oval and modified diamond
design is illustrative of the Adamesque influence of the Federal period.

A Germanic feature of this house is the outside entrance to the cell:
provided on the front of the house. Located at the western end of the
facade, between the first and second bays, the entrance features an arched
bulkhead. Scholars have identified provision of cellar entrances in
addition to main sntrances to living guarters on the facades of houses as
a Germanic trait.

The house was entirely stuccoed some time in the nineteenth century.
Previous owners began removing the stucco, and the current owners plan on
completing this process. Apparently, the hoods over the front doors were
added some time in the twentieth century. They are scheduled to be re-
moved as part of the restoration. When the present owners purchased the
house, the roofing material on the northern side was slate, put on during
the Second Empire period, while standing seam covered the southern side.
The owners have replaced the entire roof with cedar shingles.

Similar to other full Federal plan houses, this house retains the
four over four room plan. The first floor front parlors on either side of
the hallway are somewhat larger than the rooms to the rear. The east par-
lor has fine quarter round window molding and recessed panel reveals, but
the west parlor windows are more elaborately crafted with dog-eared framing
which has a rope design on the inside edge. The window surrounds in the
rear rooms are reduced in size and detail. Similarly, the baseboard of tht
front parlors is not only larger but has a molded top, while the baseboard
in the rear is smaller with just a single beaded edge.

Befitting the finest room in the house, the fireplace surround and
mantel in the west parlor is highlighted with fluted columns, a molded and
reeded frieze, and a central elliptical, incised medallion which has rad-
iating scallops. The fireplace is flanked by a two-door closet framed wit
fluted Doric columns. The arched closet framing is accentuated with a mol
ed keystone.

The small walk-in fireplace of the east parlor has plastered jambs
with a single beaded surround and a shallow molded mantel. The original
fireplace at this position had been removed by previous owners. Both par-
lor fireplaces rest on massive stone corner arched supports which extend
from the walls in the cellar below. Each of these supports face in a dif-
ferent direction. The west gable end support faces southeast while the
eastern one faces northwest. The ends of these masonry supports hold the
summerbeam running east and west beneath the floor joists. The fact that
the joists rest on top of the central summerbeam instead of being mortised
and tenoned into it indicates the Germanic influence of the builder.
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All of the first floor rooms retain their original chair rail. The
missing chair rail on the second floor has been restored to its original
location. All of the interior walls and ceilings are plastered as they
were originally except the eastern two rooms of the first floor which have
had their joists and summerbeam exposed. Six raised panel doors are found
throughout the house. All are of the same dimensions except the hall docr
into the northeast room which is narrower.

All of the door surrounds in the hallway are wide molded and dog-ear-
ed except the back door and the door into the northeast room. A stairway
displaying fine craftsmanship goes up in the northeast corner of the hall.
Instead of the usual turned balusters, these balusters are fluted on all
four sides and have beaded edges. A modestly turned newel post and stan-
dards guide the open stairway to the attic. The curtain wall beneath the
first floor stair has finely executed rectangular and triangular recessed
panels.

The second floor windows have narrow molded surrounds and solid
board reveals. Only the second floor windows of the kitchen addition have
plastered reveals with solid board sills. A small shallow fireplace has
been restored to the northeast corner bedroom. Two narrow columns at each
side highlight the fireplace surround with two corbelled brackets support-
ing a shallow molded mantel.

The first floor of the kitchen addition features a walk-in fireplace
which is covered with vertical battened doors. To the rear of this fire-
place is the cast iron door opening into the bake oven which has been re-
stored on its original location. During restoration the original door
sill and flue were uncovered. The rebuilding of the bee hive oven incor-
porated these remnants. Brownstone found in excavation were used for the
base of the oven and a gable roof gives protection for the plastered dome.
At the south side of the walk-in fireplace are two small closets with sim-
ple vertical battened board doors. These occupy the space beneath the
narrow dogleg stairs rising to the low room above the kitchen.

Built at a right angle to the house, the barn faces onto a limestone
walled barnyard. Almost twice as long as deep, the barn has granaries
which extend about eight feet from the main block of the barn on both
sides of the barn wall. There is exceptionally fine masonry work on this
brownstone barn with smooth dressed quoins. The southern wall is masonry
constructed all the way to the apex of this gable, but the northern end
has masonry which is topped by framing ca. 12 feet from the 3nex. Stand-
ing seam sheaths the gable roof.

This barn represents the last stage in the evolution of stone barn
construction in south central Pennsylvania. The earliest stone barns had
telescoped slits for ventilators, and later ones had small rectangular
openings filled with wooden bars serving as ventilators. This barn has
large framed rectangular openings filled with strips of wood placed at an
angle in a slot on the framing. There are three large ventilators in the
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southern gable end with two above the stable section and one in the apex.
Five ventilators were built into the northern end with three in the stone
section and two above in the framed section.

The stables at each gable end are lighted with three sets of louvred
windows of four-paned sash. (The louvres consist of diamond shaped rails
pegged horizontally into the frames.) There are windows of similar con-
figuration between the doors underneath the cantilever. The barn retains
most of its double "Dutch" doors with strap hinges on the front elevation
except the central and southwest corner doors which have modern steel doorsg
which were installed by a previous owner. At each rear gable end a verti-
cal board and batten door opens out at second floor height. This was con-
venient for loading and unloading grain from the granaries.

The barn displays standard construction form in its hewn framing
elements. However, the timbers on the threshing floor level are marked
with peck marks. This was & Germanic form of4labeling the timbers in order
that they be reassembled in the correct bent. The barn's roof truss
system consists of principal rafters connected with collars to hold the
purlins upon which the common rafters rest. This medieval type of roofing
structure was completely unnecessary to carry a load of wooden shingles.

It would have been appropriate to carry the weight of a water socaked thatct
roof.

The vaulted cellar, situated southeast of the house, is nearly squareg
in shape inside. Only the western rubblestone wall is exposed. An earther
mound covers the remainder of the structure. The interior was plastered
and whitewashed. The entrance is through a low door on the west end of the
building, and there is one niche on the opposite wall which possibly servecg
to hold storage containers. Evidently a spring flows beneath this structur
which supplemented the cooling and storage facilities of the cellar in the
house.

The frame wagon shed, with its gable ends at right angles to the barr

stands just south of the barn and is exactly the same length of the gable
ends of the barn. Unlike the hewn timbers of the barn, the framing member:
of the wagon shed are sawn and are nailed together instead of pegged.
Corn on the cob could be stored in the cribs on either side of the central
wagon and equipment storage area. Large siiding doors open into the main
storage area. It was considered noncontributing to this complex because of
its comparatively late building techniques.

The present owners in their restoration efforts have been careful to
retain the house's fine vernacular Federal details throughout the house.
They have also replaced elements such as the second floor chair rail and
bake oven in the exact location of their original placement. The Smith
house has been skillfully rehabilitated so that both the Germanic vernac-
ular and Federal style elements of the original builder can be still found
throughout the building.



