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Por almost three-quarters of a century one of Chester Counbty's
smallest and most sscluded paper mills was bucked away in the Doe Aun
Valley one-half mile northeast of Doe Run Villagee This mill site anow
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sapotimizes desertion and dissolutlon. ‘Mme mill building is gone, the

onetime comfortable mansion and an earlier stone nouse are in an advancsd

state of decay. The dam,once of considerable size,has partly survived
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but is filled with a century's accumulation of rich silt from the Doe
Run Valley fertile hillsides. The area adjacent to the mill site, like
that of two other paper mills on Huck Run, is now part of the 10,000~
acre 3Buck & Doe Run Valley farms owned by the Xing Ranch of Kingsville,
lfexas. .ere in lush pastures several thousand ‘exas-born cattle are

finished for market each yoars

The ¥ill Under Jashington Vance 1851-1865
Tn larch 1851 iayes Clark, an extensive land owner 1in the Dos Run
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area, soild a "lessuage, burn Cotton Jactory and tract of 36 Acres" to

Jaghington Vance, of Xennett Township, for 3,000 Vvance's activities

at the Willow DBrook Paper Mill near Xennett Square have been described

under the paper mills on fled Clay Creek, Soon after acquiring his new

property he moved his family to 1t and converted the remalns of the

cotton factory into a paper mill., *is operations here are listed in
0 1860 "Hited 3States Censug ase

est Marlborough Township Chester County

“aghington Vange Box Boards Capital 4,000, &
50 Tons Wollen W/oolen !Aoloyed 2 males & pL}0/ 10,
Rags and uaSue Faper 1,000, 30ld L0 Tons Eox Boards

Por 52,L00

Tn the 1860 township tax record was listed "3, Washington Vance,

acrcs & $0 52,1150. Cccapation $200,Y Due to the death of his wife
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and the difficulties caused by the Ui
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ivil Yar Vance sold nls properuvy

to a neighbor, Joseph Palmer, in 1765,

LA £



The Mill Under Two Generations of the Palmer Family 1565-1525

e "Genealogy of the Palmer-‘*rimble Family, 1652-1910," notes
that Joseph Palmer (1836-1899) was one of bten childrens . 'is varenba

roved to the Doe Run area in 1857. Joseph Palmer married futh “aker
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in 1859. O©n roturning from gervice in the Ci

:ager to have his own farm and business., from this time until his
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dcath, in 1899, he orerated the farm and paper mill. The Cenealogy

notes that he had unusual skill with mechanic's tools, an asset for a

mill operator, and was characterized by a sunny disposition,

The advent of the Dos Run and wWhite Clay Creek
ynown as the Pomeroy and “Yelaware City) in the early 1570's was a boon
5o the papermaking establishments in the Doe Ay and Buck Run area.

ckwood's Directory for 1lU73-7lL reporsed :

Joseph Palmer Doe Run ﬂheeuev County, Pae
ﬂill contagna Lwo engines, 50 1lbs.; one 36-inch

Cylinder tachine. Water Power. iakes Pindersa!
Roards. Capacity, 1,500 1lbse. 2l hours.

The listing of "2l hours™" is academic as one of Joseph's
says that the mill was not operated at nighte HOwever, it had a mis-
fortune which produced unwelcome lighte The Daily Local News of iApril
17, 1879, reported :

¥Mr. Joseph Palmer whose mill, situated on oe Run

Creek, “est arlboroabd bownship, was burned last
season, nas commenced the rebnlliing of it on the

8 evident in the 1660 Y“ensus
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at the mill was soon in operation

Like ssveral other small mills which sun-dried

mill 4id not operate during the winbsr moanbths. This practice is reflect-

ed in the following news item in the

The box and bi 6er~boaw6 : cf
Glen, Doe Ru q, hiich has been clos
raesumed operdtﬁ 's yesterday.
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‘os Palmer, “illow
ed during the winter
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Willis B. Palmer (18565-1939), one of Joseph and Zuth's children,
iy 0

married innie Landis i
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18390, Ty this date he had been a2ctive in the

operation of the paper mill for some years, Hls sister, Laura, married
John W, Zéegler in 1892, Ilr, Ziegler was a member of the firm of Ziegler

Brothers, Publishers and Bookbindsrs, in Philadelphia. *his suggests
some of the

the likelihood that: binder's bdards from the Palmer nill were zsold to

the Ziegler firm.

Falmer was buried in the “riend's Graveyard at Ercildoun,the
final resting vlace of several local paper makers. 4ifter hig death his

gon, “1llis, took over the business. TLockwood's Directory for 1902-

1903 reported:

Doe Hun Crester County Pennsylvania
f‘ dl.;l@l‘ . : i ﬂL‘% a B. ﬂ“I T_:T_'(\TG‘ G‘Lﬁaw ;M AJ:JN)

Sthulnu Point at Mill, One L50 1lb. “eating,
one 35" llachine. ‘‘ater. Binders' and Jacquard
Boardse 1,600 1lbs. 24 hours,
noinb
The reported shipping;at the mill is somewhat in errcr., Doe Run Station,
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on the Fomeroy & Delaware dailroad,was two miles Trom the Falmer mill.
Between 1905 and 1925 the production of. the mill was - listéd  I‘rom 1,000
to 2,000 pounds a day. 4 surprising aspect of the Willow Glen !Mill was
bility to continue in business with guch a small overationes &7

paper
1900 nearly all of the 1little mills had been forced ocut of business by
2

in 1925 Willis “almer sold his 36-acre property and moved to

B v
coatesvilles -+t was acquired by ua““ont dulont who wag then establish-

Jo

ing the Buck and Doe Run Yalley “arms,



